
 
Deer Management Advisory Committee 

 
 
To:   Bernards Township Committee 
 
Subject: Annual Report for Deer Season 2012-2013 
 
 
For analysis and reporting purposes we use a Deer Season Year (DSY) that begins on July 1 
and ends on June 30.  This report is for DSY 2012-13 that ended this past June.  It covers the 
2012-2013 hunting season and related activities and events.   
 
Deer Harvest:  In September 2012 the Township Committee authorized two private hunting 
groups to hunt on thirty-two (32) tracts owned by Bernards Township, and county officials 
did the same for three (3) tracts owned by Somerset  County.  The two groups are Whitetail 
Solution (WS) and Bernards Township Protective Association (BTPA).   WS uses archery 
only and BTPA uses both archery and firearms.  Hunting group members are all certified 
(every two years) by licensed firearms and archery instructors/testers and the hunting 
program is supervised by a member of the Bernards Township Police Department (Sgt. Eric 
Geleta).  All hunting was in accordance with regulations for regular sport hunting 
promulgated by the NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife (DFW), except for the extended season 
described below. 
 
The number of tracts has increased, but the general practice described above has been 
followed since the 2003-2004 season. 
 
The regular sport hunting season ran from September 8 2012, thru February 18, 2013.  A 
Community Based Deer Management Plan (CBDMP) approved by DFW authorized hunting 
by WS and BTPA on public lands and at the request of DFW private hunters, with 
permission, hunted private lands for an additional six weeks thru March 31.       
 
Hunting results for the past two seasons are in the table below.   
 

Quantity of Harvested Deer  2011- 2012 2012-2013 
By BTPA and WS on public lands 286 286 
By BTPA and WS on private lands 71 89 
Deer harvested in extended season 
(included in above numbers) 

14 47 

Total for BTPA and WS 357 375 
By other hunters on private lands 17 10 
Total for season reported by DFW 374 385 

 
 

 



The harvest by our two authorized organizations was 7.8% higher this past year than the year 
before.  Below please find some factors that may have affected or should affect overall 
results, either to increase the harvest or to reduce it. 
 
 Increased use of the 150-foot rule that was implemented for the first time in DSY 2011.  

This allows archery hunting as close as 150-feet from an occupied building.  Without this 
change the minimum distance was 450 feet for archery. This is still the minimum 
distance for firearms. 

   
 A new reporting system was implemented in January 2012.  It allows a hunter to phone in 

a kill to DFW from the hunting location.  The prior rule required the hunter to transport 
the deer to an official tagging station, resulting in a great loss of hunting time.    This new 
rule should be very helpful going forward. 

 
 The hunting conditions in DSY 2012-2013 (weather) were advantageous to a better 

harvest than the previous year.  Cold weather and a moderate amount of snow helped the 
hunting conditions. 

    
 The authorized hunting groups expanded their members and a concentrated effort is 

under way to qualify and further increase members this season.  In addition at the request 
of DFW and with Township Committee approval private hunters were and will be 
allowed to participate in the extended season. 
 

 New properties are being investigated and as they are qualified by DMAC they will be 
presented to the Township Committee for approval. 

 
 
Deer-Motor Vehicle Collisions:  Some deer are killed in deer-vehicle collisions on public 
roads.  Our local police report all those that are found dead on roads in the township, except 
for I-78 and I-287.  Records have been kept of these "road kills" since DSY 2001.  (As of 
April, 2012, the deer vs. motor vehicles hits are reported by Somerset County 
Communications Center.) 
 
The attached chart shows the results by DSY.  The count for DSY 2012-2013 is 54.  This is 
81.4% below the count of 289 for the base year 2001.    
 
Program Costs and Venison Donation:  Costs for the 2012-13 season are in the table 
below: 
   

Expenses for 2012-2013 Season Costs 
Printing 671.00 
Postage 4.90 
Advertising 102.51 
Miscellaneous supplies 36.25 
Trail cameras, SD cards, batteries 769.90 
Police overtime 6,000.77 

 



Committee secretary 1,603.03 
Disposal 1,568.07 
Deer feed 4,997.00 
Deer butchering (89 Donated deer) 6,230.00 
Deer hunter/Agent fees 1,650.00 
Total expenses $23,633.43 
Total deer culled on public and private land              385 
Average cost per deer            $61.39     

  
 
The average cost for 357 deer in the prior season was $58.11. 
 
It should be noted that an expense of $ 769.90 was incurred this season for trail camera 
equipment.  This expense has not been incurred since the 2008 season. The benefit of this 
investment should pay off in better control of the hunting properties and increased yield. 
 
The butchering line item above is for 89 deer that were donated to food banks at a unit 
butchering cost of $70.  With an average venison yield estimated to be 40 pounds per deer, 
the contribution of venison to the needy was 3,560 pounds. 
 
 
CBDMP:  We propose to submit a new CBDMP for the coming year.  We will again request 
an extended season from mid February thru end of March 2014. 
  
 
Wrap up:  We believe our deer program continues to make progress in reducing the deer 
population and the harmful impacts of deer.   
 
We thank the Township Committee for its continued support. 
 
 

 


